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The proposal analyses the expression of fado as multifaceted social practice in a typical Lisbon neighbourhood: Alfama. It suggests processes of touristification, patrimonialization and commodification of fado. It produces methodology that integrates participant observation in multiple perspectives. The description reveals variations in the faces of representations made about the fado. Also relates the performative and ritualized aspects to describe the construction of limits observed in a fado night in Lisbon. It proposes minimum literature review in anthropology to weave relations with theories about categorization of the cultural identity that is created and supported during and after the process of patrimonialization of fado by UNESCO.
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