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In this paper I analyze how the economic crisis prevailed in the Greek everyday reality and expose its grassroots meanings and understandings. My aim it to reveal and analyze the multiple definitions crisis acquires on the social ground and how people re-act and adjust their practices, hopes and expectations to the seven-year socio-economic depression brought by  the persisting economic crisis in Greece. Drawing from selected ethnographic cases from Chalkida, Greece, a mid-sized city at the periphery of Athens, I compare the various life-projects people designed, how they had envisioned a better future for themselves and their families and examine historically the intergenerational and gendered variations of making a living. To this extent, I examine the various grassroots economic practices, logics and established socio-economics patterns of diversely situated people and how those have been challenged or, changed, transformed, abandoned, demonized or even criminalized by the imposed restructurings. Therefore, I focus on pre and post crisis practices, notions of livelihood improvement, future plans and life projects by employing a interscalar approach that links macro-phenomena with local/regional agency.  
