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Juggling with income possibilities, economic needs, and values - Livelihood strategies of highly educated and precarious young adults in Barcelona 


Drawing on the case of highly educated young adults in Barcelona who have not managed to permanently enter the labor market, I seek to understand how their daily struggles to make a living are shaped by different, often contradictory, regimes of values. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Against the official political discourse that presents “the crisis” as a merely temporary interruption of normality, my informants are convinced that they are confronted with an irreversible transformation of work and life to which they will need to adapt. I this paper, I will explore how they experience these changing realities of work practices and labor relations and how they navigate between conflicting interpretations of what meaning and value work has and of which role it should play in people’s lives. 
My research shows that my informants’ livelihood strategies need to be understood within a very dominant value system that clearly prioritizes work as source of income and that tends to qualify most other modes of subsistence as “dependencies”, but that they also try to contest these values. 
My informants’ main income sources are highly precarized employments. Even though they vehemently criticize precarious working conditions as a disruption with the basic moral principles of wage work, by accepting these conditions they contribute to further reproduce these structures of exploitation and blackmail. They are very aware of this dynamic but nevertheless not able (or willing) to break with it, or only in some limited moments when alternatives that they perceive as acceptable are available. 
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