‘The Diversity That We Have’
On Social Differentiation and ‘Case-ification’ at a State School in Barcelona

Miquel Martorell Faus
miquel.martorell.faus@gmail.com
Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona

The perception of the growing complexity of our world has given rise to discourses about ‘diversity’. Despite their inherent ambiguity, such discourses have spread across multiple professional fields like child education. In Spain, educational reforms have made explicit references to diversity, construing it as a concept designed to encompass cognitive, motor, and sensorial disabilities, as well as sociocultural differences and disadvantages[footnoteRef:1]. This ethnographic study builds upon this background to explore how ‘diversity’ is created at a school in Barcelona. Official categories of diversity are examined in light of everyday categorisations and classifications. In other words, the study researches how ‘difference’ is (re)produced at a state school by looking at the representations of students and their families employed by education professionals. [1:  Poveda, D.; Jociles, M. I.; Franzé, A. (2014) ‘Immigrant Students and the Ecology of Externalization in a Secondary School in Spain’. Anthropology & Education Quarterly, 45(2): 185–202.] 

[bookmark: _GoBack]The results show that burgeoning diversity discourses have contributed to bringing about a certain consciousness of social complexity, making people aware of the proliferation of differences at multiple levels. Yet they also suggest that ‘diversity-talk’ highlights aspects perceived as undesirable and deficient, reproducing what I denominate ‘case-ification’. ‘Case-ification is the detection, categorisation, classification, treatment, and monitoring of what are deemed ‘problematic’ students. Data shows that the euphemistic logic of diversity discourses ultimately yields normative –and exclusionary- categories of difference. The study contributes to evincing that, whereas some ‘borders’ are made visible in schools, actual ‘barriers’ to learning and integration are overlooked[footnoteRef:2]. I contend that, as long as the categories resulting from diversity discourses keep problematizing difference, the long-awaited promise of school inclusion will remain a promise. [2:  Carrasco, S.; Pàmies, J.; Ponferrada, M. (2011) ‘Fronteras visibles y barreras ocultas. Aproximación comparativa a la experiencia escolar del alumnado marroquí en Cataluña y mexicano en California’. Migraciones, 29: 31-60.
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