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Tunisia is characterized by a socio-spatial line of fracture that separates the eastern and northern region, open to the sea and more industrialized, from the southern and western ones, historically dedicated to agriculture and mining, and deprived of almost any development projects (Bono, Hibou, Meddeb, Tozy 2015). This regional imbalance traces back to colonial times, when French imperialism organized Tunisia as a two-facet colony: to an “interior” charged with the task of producing basic resources, corresponded the lively economic and commercial space of the coastal towns. 
After independence, the liberal reforms of mid-1970s onward contributed to the deepening of injustice, exclusion and inequality (Harvey 2005, Yeung 1998). The political power played a significant role, especially in Ben Ali’s years (Hibou 2006). The postcolonial governments built a national space relying on the ancient colonial division between an industrial and commercial coast, and the agricultural and mining regions in the south and the west. 
Consequently, Tunisia went through the restructuring of his national territory by turning entire urban regions into marginal spaces currently characterized by high rates of unemployment and relative poverty. The economic crisis of 2008 and the post-revolutionary era exacerbated the harshness of the situation. This led the people of the interior regions to feel abandoned by the State. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The city of Redeyef in the Gafsa mining basin (south-western part of the country) is among the places where this feeling is more visible. Its story is symptomatic of how power created socio-spatial injustice. Here, narratives about colonial history and its material and architectural legacy were performed to me with the double purpose of both telling the story of the city and expressing the sense of being set apart from development. These narratives serve the function of a counter-discourse that criticizes the actual situation, and express the loss of an industrial modernity faded away during the postcolonial years (Ferguson 1999).
