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El Ultimo Juego de la Revolución: Deporte y Cambio Social en Cuba 
The Last Game of the Revolution: Sport and Social Change in Cuba

This paper examines the changing values of sport in Cuba over the past two decades. Cuban society has undergone significant change over the past twenty years. Sport, both in its provision and its practice has had to change with those larger social changes. The question now is what is sport to Cubans? Is it still one of the pillars of the Revolution? Do people uphold those values or is sport something else? Based on ethnographic fieldwork conducted beginning in 1995 and continuing into 2017, this paper begins to answer these questions by chronicling how sport in Cuba has transformed in the twenty-first century.  From government policy, to athlete development, to professional practice, to spectators and fans, to everyday practices, sport in Cuba has held a place of high value in Cuban society. Given the ongoing crises that Cubans have faced, whether those values have survived, evolved or died provides a window into how Cubans themselves are changing. Without promising definitive answers, this paper rather identifies the changes occurring and ponders the future of Cuban sport.
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